
We promised to:
✓ Build participative ways of working 
✓ Campaign for no new roads
✓ Follow through on climate emergency motions
✓ Ensure support for young families and youth 

services
✓ Preserve our green spaces
✓ Address anti-social behaviour
✓ Support renewable energy 

This highly inclusive and participative Town 
Council Working Group have :
▪ Held two People’s Assemblies
▪ Organised a well-attended climate emergency 

open day with stalls and a range of informative 
speakers. A leaflet suggesting practical actions 
was distributed to about 200 people.

▪ Encouraged the Town Council to appoint a part-
time Climate Emergency and Resilience 
Officer.

▪ Made well-advanced plans to create a 
Community Fridge.

▪ Asked growers at the town allotments to stop 
using herbicides and pesticides.

▪ Focused on re-wilding – Mendip DC are 
leaving areas unmown for insects and small 
animals where possible.

▪ Launched the Solar Streets initiative so that 
groups of people can install solar panels at 
reduced rates.

Indra Donfrancesco facilitates the 2nd People’s Assembly 
with support from Green Cllr. Serena Roney-Dougal

The Youth Provision Committee has been running 
since county-wide cuts to youth services. A grant 
was awarded to the YMCA to run two youth clubs 
at the Red Brick Building and Windmill Hill. One of 
the workers also voluntarily set up and runs the 
Youth Council. Since the Covid-19 outbreak, the 
clubs are being run virtually and include parents. 

In the past year, grants have been awarded to help 
fund a wide variety of activities including sports, 
theatre and music, the Sea Cadets towards 
refurbishment of their second portacabin and to 
contribute to setting up the mini-police scheme with 
St. Benedict’s School. Other grants have helped 
organisations stay afloat during the Covid outbreak.

Grants have also been made to The Glastonbury 
OppShop, Citizens Advice Bureau and the Mendip 
Mallards swimming club for the disabled. 

We work closely with the community to develop 
supportive networks and other opportunities through 
creative and inclusive approaches.

Denise Michell, a Green Town Councillor since 2011 
and Mayor in 2015/16 and 2019/20 sadly passed 
away in the early hours of Monday, 22 June, 2020. 
Jon Cousins, the current Green Mayor, said ‘Denny 
was an incredible person, who loved Glastonbury to 
the core of her being and did so much for our 
community. She will be greatly missed.’

In our first newsletter since the elections of last year, 
delayed by the General Election and then the Covid-19 
outbreak, we focus on the achievements of our Green 
Town Council and Green District Councillors working 
with local groups, organisations and other councillors.
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▪ Town and District Councillors worked with Pilton 
residents to ensure that proposals for a bypass on 
Glastonbury’s flood plain were shelved.

▪ Green Cllr. Jon Cousins successfully proposed that  
Mendip DC purchase all their energy from a 
renewable energy provider. 

▪ Mendip DC is bidding for funding from a post-Covid 
government initiative to improve our cycle 
network; the first tranche is for temporary pop-up 
routes and signage. 

▪ Green Cllr. Lindsay MacDougall has campaigned 
for improved air quality.

▪ Green Councillors have ensured that options for 
solar panels and electric charge points are 
included in planning requirements for new 
developments.

▪ Green Councillors pushed for investment in social 
housing and renewables to fund Mendip DC. 

▪ The first EV taxi has been licensed.

The judges singled out tree planting in Herbie’s Field and the Community Town Clean 
Up as significant in making their decision.  The beauty and colour of the floral displays 
was thanks to the expertise of Gerald Morgan, the many volunteers who love to grow 
plants, the Council staff who watered the displays every day and the administrative 
staff who co-ordinated with local businesses to supply hanging baskets.  

The late Denise Michell chose rainbow colours for 2020  to celebrate the 50th year of 
the Glastonbury Festival but sadly the competition has been cancelled.  Limited 
planting has taken place and hopefully 2021 will be an even better year for the 
competition.

In September 2019, Glastonbury Town Council became the world’s second ‘Earth Protector Town’ – undertaking 
to collaborate and cooperate with communities, local government bodies, businesses, educational and other 
organisations to protect land, wildlife, air, soil, and water. This radical step puts the Earth first and supports the
realignment of law, pledging to the moral code of ‘First do no harm’.

On World Earth Day, 22 April 2020, Glastonbury re-affirmed its commitment to achieve the five goals of an Earth 
Protector Town, to:

▪ Produce a strategy and a date to achieve a carbon zero future
▪ Practise the movement from sustainable to regenerative living wherever possible
▪ Protect and enhance eco-systems, habitats, and species in and around the town
▪ Pioneer the reduction and elimination of single use plastic
▪ Promote awareness of climate and ecological emergencies

In line with declaring itself an Earth Protector, Glastonbury Town Council has also passed a motion to publicly 
champion the ‘Stop Ecocide’ campaign, which supports the legal and diplomatic work to make ecocide an 
international crime.

▪ Electric charging points have been installed in St. 
Dunstan’s car park. 

▪ The Green Party raised money for the Glastonbury 
Food Bank through a green quiz held in November.

▪ The Glastonbury Tor Land Volunteer Group has 
kept thistles at bay by hand-weeding.

We need new, sustainable ways to rebuild - more on 
this in our next newsletters. But Green Councillors 
have proposed setting up an Affordable Eco-
housing project. First stage is a working group 
incorporating the skills, talents and ideas of the 
community and involving the homeless and hidden 
homeless. It could acquire new land via the Towns 
Fund as well as use existing, Council-owned land. It 
would conform with the Neighbourhood Plan for 
Glastonbury


